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wards by other tokens of confidence, and I add with plea ure that I should be gratified, regarding the feeling at claims above stated, to find an opportunity at a proper tin hereafter, should the event in contemplation occur, to ac other proofs of my good opinion and respect for him.
"In the formation of an administration it appears to n that the representative principle ought to be respected, in certain degree at least, and that the head of a departmei (there being four) should be taken from the four gre sections of the Union, the East, the Middle, the South, at the West.
"This principle should not always be adhered to. Gre emergencies and transcendent talents should always justi: a departure from it. But it would produce a good effect attend to it when practicable. Each part of the Unic would be gratified by it, and the knowledge of local detai and means would be thereby brought into the Cabinet wott be useful. I am nowise compromised in respect to any on but free to act, should I have to act, according to my ov judgment, in which I am thankful for the opinions of n friends, and particularly for yours.
"On the subject of fortifications or works of defense i the coasts and frontiers, an arrangement has lately be< made by the President, with which I wish you to be \vf acquainted. You have heretofore, I presume, been apprisi that General Bernard, of the French corps of Engineei under the recommendation of General Lafayette, and mar others of great distinction in France, had offered his ser ices to the United States, and that the President had be< authorized by a resolution of Congress to accept them, co: fining his rank to the grade of the chief of our corps. Tli resolution being communicated to General Bernard by tl late Secretary of War, to whom he was known, he can over in compliance with the invitation which accompanif it. From Mr. Gallatin he brought letters stating that 1 was the seventh in rank in the corps, and inferior to not in reputation and talents, if not the first. It required mm delicacy in the arrangement, to take advantage of th knowledge and experience in a manner acceptable to hie self, without wounding the feelings of the officers of 01 own corps, who had rendered such useful services, and we:im in the board of officers for digesting and reporting a system of discipline for the army, and after- of moderation, and evincing a desire to discriminate
